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Superintendent/Principal’s 
End of Year Message 
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As we are once again at the end of another school year, we 
reflect on the past year and also look forward to 2018-2019. 
 
To the credit of all of our staff at HCS, to Ralph Watkins who 
keeps our instructional priorities straight, and most 
especially to our seniors who worked so hard to get thereP
we had a 100% graduation rate. 
 
The board recognized local volunteers Diane Bean, Glenda 
Hutton, Ian Johnson and Mary Beth Moss during our regular 
meeting on May 17th. They received certificates of 
appreciation for having directly supported instruction at HCS 
during the past school year.  Grace Villarreal made one of 
her delicious cakes to help us celebrate. 
 
On May 31st at 7 pm, our board will sit down in a workshop 
format with Ralph Watkins to discuss the challenges he 
faced in his position as Superintendent/Principal this year 
and to look at how the board can better support him in those 
combined roles next year. 
 
To kick off the new school year, the board has scheduled a 
retreat on August 4th and 5th.  Lon Garrison from the state 
association of school boards will be facilitating the board’s 
self-evaluation of our own performance during this school 
year, as well as helping us to set our goals for the next 
school year.  Our first regular board meeting for the 2018-
2019 school year is scheduled for August 16th. 
 
Have a great summer! 
 
Bob Hutton, School Board President 

 
 

Mark Your Calendars: 
The First Day of School for the 

2018/19 School Year is 
Thursday, August 16th 
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Our Glacier Bay Trip 
By: Alona Howland and Cheyanne Jack 

  
!"#$%&'%()(%*+%*,-%./#0)'-%1#2%$-)3%&#4%&'%

&'+$%*+%#%5*#$%6*-%$'+%"*,-4%*+%#+%*0'#+*7-#3")0%
8*+)$*-)+7%6)'/(%$-)39%:*%)$%&#4%/);'%$#;)+7%&#$'-%
4#83/'4%$*%4''%&"#$%0"#+7'4%&*,/(%"#33'+%*<'-%$"'%
2'#-49%=,-%>*5%&#4%$*%"'/3%/'$%*,$%$"'%/)+'%6*-%$"'%
8*+)$*-)+7%)+4$-,8'+$%#+(%0*)/%$"'%-*3'%5#0;%)+9%
?,-)+7%*,-%$-)3%&'%8*+)$*-'(%$"'%&#$'-%')7"$%$)8'4%
#+(%&'+$%)+$*%5*$"%#-84%*6%./#0)'-%1#29%!'%4#&%#%/*$%*6%
#+)8#/4@%$"'%8*4$%0*88*+%#+)8#/4%&'-'%4'#%*$$'-4%
#+(%8*,+$#)+%7*#$49%!'%#/4*%4#&%$&*%5'#-4A%#%5/#0;%
5'#-%#+(%5-*&+%5'#-A%6)<'%(''-A%#+(%4'#%/)*+49%B"'-'%

&'-'%#/4*%8#+2%$23'4%*6%5)-(4@%4*8'%*6%$"'%5)-(4%&'-'%
5/#0;C/'77'(%;)$$)&#;'4A%'#7/'4A%$,6$'(%3,66)+4A%/*+7C
$#)/'(%(,0;4A%#+(%5*+#3#-$'D4%7,//49%!'%#/4*%4#&%6)<'%
5)7%7/#0)'-49%

%B"'+%$"'%(#2%#6$'-%&'%&'+$%*+%$"'%5*#$A%&'%
&'+$%$*%$"'%B-)5#/%E*,4'9%!'%&#$0"'(%?#-/'+'%:''%
$'#0"%#%0/#44%"*&%$*%8#;'%(-,849%!'%$**;%/*$4%*6%
3)0$,-'4%)+4)('%$"'%B-)5#/%E*,4'%#+(%4$,()'(%$"'%
0#-<)+749%1'6*-'%&'%/'6$A%&'%#/4*%&'+$%$*%#%$-''%
0'-'8*+2%5'0#,4'%$&*%$-''4%&'-'%5')+7%0,$%(*&+%4*%#%
$*$'8%3*/'%0*,/(%7*%$"'-'9%=+%$"'%&#2%5#0;A%&'%4#&%
8*-'%4'#%*$$'-4A%6)<'%&"#/'4A%#+(%#%4'#%/)*+%'#$)+7%#%5)7%
6)4"9%!'%"#(%#%/*$%*6%6,+%7*)+7%$*%$"'%"*8'/#+(9%%

%!"##$%&'%#()*+,)-#,-&.),/,#&/)$#&."0%1&
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!""#$%&'()(#*%&+,$-(,.&
+"&"#&/0($#"1,$2%3&4"#5*",5#1&6,52&

%
     The National Park Service gave Hoonah City Schools the 
privilege of having two of our female students go on an 
Oceanography Monitoring field trip May 6th. (They had also given 
the opportunity in March for a trip with two boys, but the weather 
turned bad and the trip did not work out.) As their Science 
teacher, I was able to take Alona Howland and Cheyanne Jack on 
this trip. We met with Lewis Sharman, Glacier Bay National Park’s 
Ecologist, and two Interpretive Park Rangers at 6 a.m. on the day 
of the trip. Lewis has been taking samples at depth in Glacier Bay 
National Park and Preserve for 25 years. He takes the data and 
compares it to previous years to build a trend of what is happening 
in the park’s waters to help manage and take care of the park. 
There are 22 permanent monitoring stations and we visited 8 of 
them that day. 

     For each station visited Lewis prepares his monitoring 
instrument for its descent into the water, then one of the 
volunteers on board helps let out line to the depth required. 

The instrument takes two readings every second when deployed. 
Once the instrument reaches the needed depth, we let it sit for a 
few seconds before it is pulled back in and a volunteer helps to 
coil the rope back into a large bucket so it is ready to go for its 
next descent. Finally the sensors on the instrument need a good 
rinse in distilled water to make sure salt does not dry over them 
and block the sensors from having accurate readings. Alona and 
Cheyanne did an amazing job in their volunteer positions; at each 
stop they jumped up right away to help and did a great job taking 
turns. Lewis and both Park Rangers were very impressed with our 
girls; they each did an amazing job representing our community, 
our school, and their culture! The highlight for the students was 
the plethora of wildlife we saw during the day, which they explain 
in their story.  
     On our second full day at the Park, as the girls mentioned, we 
were able to visit the Tribal House and look in on a drum-making 
class that Darlene See was instructing. Alona and Cheyanne were 
gracious enough to sing a song with Darlene for the visitors who 
all loved being able to experience the Tlingit culture. It was 
wonderful experiencing the Tribal House through the girls’ eyes. 
Every time we passed it, they would light up, study every carving 
on the house and totem poles, take tons of pictures, and touch the 
Tribal House walls. When they were able to go inside the house, 
they studied every carving again, they shared their connections 
with the clans, and how they were home with their ancestors 
around them. It was very moving and powerful to see the 
connections each girl had with her ancestral home. At the end of 
the day we had the privilege of being part of the tree ceremony 
performed by Kenny Grant. He explained how he was calling to 

the ancestors and had the students participate in the ceremony.   
Kassie Pesch-JohnsonF%
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Another Journey to Homeland 
By Stephanie Harold 
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Fourth-Fifth Grade News 
 
FROM THE DESK OF MS. ANTAL... 
 
The 4th-5th grade students did great this 
year! It wasn't a breeze, but we all learned 
lots and will enjoy a well-deserved summer 
break. During the fourth quarter, students 
would agree that these two activities stand 
out most in our minds. They are Beach Day 
and Rockets.  
 
Beach Day snuck up on us, as I was unaware of this tradition, until it was almost time to go! No matter, it was a wonderfully 
engaging day of learning and we had an amazing opportunity to appreciate the beauty and mystery of where we call home - 
Hoonah. Students explored the stretch of beach near the tunnel as they teamed up and did a Scavenger Hunt. They looked 
for all sorts of things along the beach and in tide pools. Students also focused on just listening to the sounds of the beach. We 
practiced listening and then wrote about our observations in our Nature Journals. It got a little cold with the wind and we 
would like to say thank you to both Heather Powell and Levi Mills for the HotHands. They were much appreciated.  
 

Students also spent the last couple of weeks making 
model rockets. It was a lot of hard work. They did 
all sorts of cool math from simple measurement to 
learning how a rocket works. The capstone was 
launching them at the park. Our fourth and fifth 
graders were excited to see so many other students 
and parents who came out to watch and support. It 
was an awesome day! 
 
What's next? As part of the First Bloom partnership 
between Hoonah City Schools and Glacier Bay 
National Park, we have been invited to a three-day 
two-night trip to Glacier Bay. The trip is a valuable 
conclusion of a months-long study conducted by our 
class with the help of Ranger Emma and Ranger 
Steve. Since January, the Rangers have traveled to 
Hoonah monthly to meet with our class and teach us 

about birds. Students carefully observed feathers and learned about flight. They studied owls and dissected owl pellets. The 
class learned how to use binoculars and went birdwatching.  
 
The 4/5 class will leave on Saturday, May 26th and return on May 27th with lots of great photos and even better memories, I 
am sure. While there we will stay at the Glacier Bay Lodge and get an opportunity to take the Day Boat into the Park and get 
close up views of glaciers. While on the boat, we will also share with visitors our bird presentations and an iMovie we made. 
Students did a great job putting together the iMovie, but the coolest part is that in conjunction with the 2/3 class and with 
the help of Ms. Wright and Adrien Lee, we recorded one of our school’s songs and included it. I hope you all have an 
opportunity to watch it. At any rate, this school year was a blurred blast. I will miss you all. Have a great summer. 
 
~~Mimi Antal~~ 
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