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Season's Greetings from Your School Board! 
 
As I mentioned in my last column, the board deeply 
regrets that Superintendent PJ Ford Slack must leave us 
at the end of this school year.  Hiring a new 
superintendent is arguably your board's most important 
responsibility. 
 
In November we contracted with the Alaska Association of 
School Boards (AASB) to do a superintendent search.  
Our online advertisement was posted the week after 
Thanksgiving.  The ad describes specifically what qualities 
we are looking for in a superintendent.  The ad is located 
here: 

http://aasb.org/superintendent/vacancies/ 
 
The closing date for applications is January 30th.  
Applicants will be vetted by AASB and the application 
materials of qualified applicants will be presented to the 
board at an executive session on February 15th, at which 
time the board will choose up to 3 finalists.  On February 
26th and 27th, the finalists will come to Hoonah to tour our 
community and school, to meet with community members 
and students, and to be interviewed by the board.  A final 
decision for hire will be made during an executive session 
on the evening of the 27th, and a contract will be offered 
to one of the finalists at that time.  We will have a new 
superintendent hired by the end of February who will begin 
work on July 1, 2016. 
 
Perhaps the second most important task of the school 
board is to ensure that a Strategic Plan is created on a 
regular basis.  A Strategic Plan serves as a guide for the 
school, articulating the district s vision and mission, as well 
as specifying goals and objectives that should be met 
during the next several years.  The strategic planning 
committee will consist of about 15 members who are 
representative of the diversity within our community.  
Education Consultant Jerry Covey, former Commissioner 
of Education for the State of Alaska, will facilitate the 
strategic planning process.  The committee will meet from 
March 3rd through the 5th and will present the board with 
a new Strategic Plan to approve and implement by our 
regular meeting in March. 
 
Please address any questions or concerns to me via email 
at huttonr@hooahschools.org or by voice or text to 907-
209-0996. 
 
Bob Hutton 
Board President 
 



  Notes from the Music Department   

  







Thanks for Carnival Help 
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Hoonah City School District (HCSD) is one of 33 
recipients across the nation of a 2015 National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) grant.  HCSD’s grant 
award of $20,000 will support a traditional Tlingit 
song-writing workshop for high school students.   
The “Imagine Your Park” grant program is part of a 
collaborative effort between NEA and the National 
Park Service (NPS) to encourage the creation of art 
associated with the National Park System. It honors 
the NEA’s 50th anniversary in 2015 as well as the 
National Park Service’s centennial in 2016.  
 
In addition to NEA grant funds, the $100,000+ 
project is made possible with financial and in-kind 
support from the National Park Service, Hoonah 
Indian Association (HIA), Hoonah City School 
District and generous in-kind support from Sea Wolf 
Adventures and Adventures Afloat.   

 

Throughout the upcoming 
year, community elders and 
culture bearers will continue to 
share the rich history of the 
Huna Tlingit as captured in 
existing clan-owned songs.  
Then, in late spring 2016, 
students will explore Glacier 
Bay aboard the charter vessels 
M/V Sea Wolf and the M/V 
Valkyrie, visiting sites 

associated with existing clan songs and seeking 
inspiration for new traditional songs.  Over the course 
of the journey, elders, culture bearers, teachers, and 
NPS staff will encourage students to incorporate 
traditional knowledge, ancestral voices, natural 
history, poetry, art, music, and their own experiences 
in Glacier Bay into new chants and songs. Dr. PJ 
Ford Slack, HCSD Superintendent said, “This 
collaborative project will give our students an 
opportunity to join their voices to those of their 
ancestors.”  She noted that student leadership and 
creativity are important components of the HCS 
curriculum, a philosophy echoed by HCS Principal, 
Lorrie Scoles: “While the project will certainly 
engage students in language arts, music, visual arts, 
and history, we are as focused on teaching students 
that they themselves are agents of history.  We 

believe this project will empower students to ‘write 
their own history.’”   

Upon their return to the classroom, students will 
refine their songs, make and adorn traditional drums, 
and choreograph dance movements. The 2016 Grand 
Opening Celebration of the Huna Tribal House – or 
Xunaa Shuká Hít – scheduled for late August 2016 in 
Bartlett Cove, Glacier Bay National Park – will 
provide the perfect opportunity for students to 
perform their newly composed songs.  HIA Tribal 
Administrator, Bob Starbard emphasized that the 
songs will be a lasting means of documenting the 
Tribal House dedication ceremonies, noting that 
“many of our Glacier Bay songs are about leaving 
our beloved homeland.  This project will encourage 
tribal members, particularly our tribal youth, to 
compose songs that celebrate our return.”  The long-
awaited Tribal House is envisioned as a place where 
tribal members and park visitors can honor and learn 
more about Tlingit life ways and traditions. 
 
Mary Beth Moss, NPS cultural anthropologist, noted 
that the project is a natural extension of collaborative 
“Journey to Homeland” trips which have connected 
Huna clan members with homeland for more than 
twenty years.  “We hope this project will inspire 
Huna youth to develop their own connection to 
homeland and to document and celebrate that 
connection through traditional song.”   

Philip Hooge, Glacier Bay National Park and 
Preserve Superintendent stated, “We are excited that 
the National Park Service and National Endowment 
for the Arts partnership – “Imagine Your Parks” – 
might broaden and enhance our long-term 
commitment to connecting diverse people to Glacier 
Bay National Park and Preserve.  In particular, it 
provides us another 
opportunity to 
strengthen the 
connection between 
the Huna Clans and 
their traditional 
homeland.”   
 
Photos: left, Cecelia George 
and right, Mary Jack. 
Gunalchéesh to Mary Beth 
Moss for the article and 
photos.   
 



Writing from the Middle School Class   
 

In Back 
By Halle Budke 

The woods in the back of my house are 

deadly; it’s not the woods themselves, 

it’s the terror inside the woods. 

   Once you enter the woods, the 

crunchy spruce needles become your 

footstep; the wind becomes your cry; the branches are 

your bullies. You may not see it, you may not hear it, but 

something is watching you.  This thing may be alone, but if 

you are unlucky, there may be many, many more. 

   You run, but you can’t hide.  Your spruce footsteps 

bellow louder and louder with each step. Your soft cry 

blows through the trees like the wind.  The branches leave 

you bruised and in pain. When you try to flee, you can’t 

because they are too strong for you. 

   Your brain becomes stiff. It begins to believe that it will 

never survive. Your life counts down: 5, 4, 3, 2, . . . . 

   You open your tear-stained eyes, and there it is, the 

most beautiful thing: your red and black house.  You enter 

and never leave without permission from your parents 

again. 

 
No More Play Time 

By Sofia Comolli 

 
   The big blue slide was giving me rug 

burns up and down my arms and legs. 

The stairs were slippery with sweaty kid feet residue.  The 

whole room reeked of burgers and onions. The tic-tac-toe 

blocks were crusted with dried ketchup and slobber. 

Wrappers covered every table, and crumbs lay all over the 

floor. There were thick pieces of bubblegum under the 

tables, semi hard and sticky. The thick, rounded window 

was fogged over by people’s breath and scratched by long 

fingernails. 

   Suddenly, there were shrieking kids running in every 

direction, making me cringe. Some of them surrounded 

me. I wished I could leave.  

   Soon enough, I heard my dad call my name. 

   “Coming, Dad.”  I walked away slowly, turning my back, 

knowing I wouldn’t come to the McDonald’s play area ever 

again. 

My Name’s Story 
By Zada Michel 

   “Well, Grandma, you’re smart,” 

Melissa said, sitting down to rest her 

swollen belly. “I need help choosing a 

name for my baby girl.”  

   Delores walked over carrying a 

spatula and said with the biggest grin on her face, “What 

are the names you have?” 

   “There’s Jessica, Alexis, and Zada.” 

   After considering all the names, Delores smiled and said, 

“I think you should name her Zada after my mother 

because, honestly, Jessica sounds stupid, and Alexis is 

pretty but it’s just not fitting.” 

   Just then Melissa’s fiancé Garry came in from work. “I 

was standing outside for a couple of minutes listening to 

you guys talk,” he said with his British accent. “Mel, I think 

Dee is right.  Zada is a beautiful name, and it’s perfect for 

our baby.” 

   Melissa still wasn’t sure about this name, so she still 

thought long and hard with her fiancé Garry and her 

grandma Dee. The baby was three months away from 

coming into this world, and she still wasn’t sure about a 

name. 

   Mel and Dee went through many lists of names, some of 

them just random, made-up names. After months of 

looking for names and what-not, Melissa went into labor.  

After many hours of complications and waiting, the baby 

was here and in perfect health. 

   Melissa held her baby with Garry next to her and said, 

“You and Grammy were right. Zada is the perfect name for 

her.” 

   In the year of 1928, Cecilia Moore gave birth to her baby 

girl, Zada Moore. Zada didn’t name any of her kids after 

herself. After four generations, Melissa named me Zada, 

making me the first Zada in the fifth generation. 

 





News from the 3th-4th Grade Class 
 
 

 
     It sure has been one busy semester here in our 
class.  The fall brought on so much learning from becoming 
independent readers, to subitizing math concepts (which 
means internalizing and applying them fluently), to becoming 
very familiar with the plants and animals in our 
environment.  As a part of our FOSS science curriculum we 
learned the cycle of plants by growing plants from nodes and 
bulbs and from seeds.  We have some budding 
botanists!  We would like to thank the Savlands and Mrs. 
Bidiman for allowing us to observe and enjoy apples from 
their trees.   
     Our annual Fall Carnival sure was a lot of fun this 
year.  We would like to thank all of you who contributed to our 
booths; the Cake Walk and the Ring-A-Pop.  Our class 
earned $600!  A special thank you goes to Kimberly Savland, 
Joann & Andy Wolfe, Judy Bitz and Jiel Constantino for 
helping on the night of the Carnival. Many hands make light 
work.  Also, thank you Kendra Hill for organizing the whole 
event.   
     We rounded our semester out with a fun unit on energy, 
electricity, charge and light.  It was a lot of fun to get hands 
on with this concept and get all charged up!  Additionally, we 
went to the Hoonah Power Plant for a quick tour of how we 
receive electricity in our homes.  Thank you Don Bolton for 
taking time out of your day to share with us.  It was very 
informative and a lot of fun.   
     A few final remarks before we begin our last semester of 
the year, I would like to thank all of my students' families for 
your tireless effort to make your child's learning such an 
enjoyable adventure.  Thanks for your donation of time and 
supplies.  It is greatly appreciated.  Furthermore, a special 
thanks goes to Marlene Duvall, Kimberly Savland, and 
Bonnie Skaflestad for volunteering their time.   
    Until next time; and we hope you have a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!   
 
Mrs. Fuller's Class 
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Middle School Basketball 

  
  
  

NNuuttrriittiioonn  NNooookk  

Thank You for Ceramics Program Support 
 

Yearbook 

Treston Lafferty, Raymond Osborne, Alaska Skaflestad, Sam Sheakley, Ronie Roberts, Jerry 
White, Morgan Stevenson, Justin McConnell, Leticia Skaflestad, Randy Roberts, Monique 
Glover, Manny Budke Edward Williams. Front: Cecelia George 



Varsity Wrestling: Coach’s Report 
 
    Hoonah has a rich and proud tradition of producing 
hard-working, skilled wrestlers.  It has been an honor to 
be a part of keeping that tradition alive by coaching the 
Hoonah Braves wrestlers who finished the 
season.  Juniors Manny Budke – 132 lbs, Randy 
Roberts - 138 
lbs, Kelsey 
Thein - 160 
lbs, and 
sophomore 
Brandon 
Guthrie - 
170lbs.  Their 
dedication 
showed, as 
their season 
included 
attending 
daily morning 
conditioning 
workouts and after school technical practices, and 
competing at tournaments in Wrangell, Ketchikan, 
Anchorage, Craig and Petersburg. Just for fun the team 
took a 6-mile run to Seamart while on layover in Sitka!   
     Brandon Guthrie placed 3rd at the Wrangell and Craig 
tournaments, 4th in Ketchikan, and currently stands with a 
record of 11-9.  He has finished several overtime nail-biter 
matches, including a triple overtime thriller.  His favorite 
takedown is the two-on-one fireman's carry.  Good work 
Brandon! 
     Kelsey Thein has shown that it is never too late to join 
a sport, led the way as a female wrestler in a 
predominantly male sport (which is changing quickly in 
southeast Alaska and elsewhere), and become more fit 
through effort.  Even though Kelsey knew it would be 
challenging wrestling against mostly boys during the 
season, she has given it her best and learned many 
wrestling moves and strategies.  In addition, she has been 
a valuable wrestling partner for her teammates all 
season.  Along the way she has experienced both victory 
and defeat in matches and learned from those 
experiences.  Way to hang in there Kelsey!  
     Randy Roberts set personal goals at the beginning of 
the season and has worked steadily towards them.  He 
currently has a record of 4-11 with all wins coming by 
pin.  Randy placed 4th in the Craig Scramble, 3rd in the 
Craig Tournament and 6th in Ketchikan's tournament.  His 
weight class is considered to be one of the toughest in 
Alaska this season.  He has a great double leg 
takedown.  Congrats on a job well done Randy! 
     Manny Budke has had a stellar season.  Wrangell...1st 
place.  Ketchikan...1st place.  Anchorage...2nd place 
including defeating the 5th, 6th and 1st ranked opponents 
in Alaska.  Craig Scramble...1st place.  Craig 
tournament...2nd place.  He was the 2nd ranked wrestler 
in Alaska in his weight class after the Anchorage 
tournament.  Manny was selected as the Outstanding 
Wrestler for his come-from-behind win at the last second 
in his finals match against Sitka's tough 132 pounder and 

overall domination at the Ketchikan tournament, including 
another last second triple overtime win.  His record is 17-3 
with 11 wins by pin.  Manny has incredibly fast single and 
double takedown moves which results in opponents going 
directly to their backs.  Hats off to Manny for setting the 
example so other Braves may follow! 
   Many thanks to the parents for supporting your 
wrestler's efforts and to the adults who shared their skills 
and experience with the team. 

 Congratulations to Manny  and 
Kelsey who placed in the top 5 in their weight class at the 
Region V 1A Varsity Wrestling tournament in Petersburg. 
Manny took 1st place in his weight class and Kelsey 
took 3rd place in hers. At State, Manny finished fifth and 
Kelsey finished sixth.  





Hoonah Recyclers' profits benefit BBBS and other youth-
friendly causes.  These folks donated metals to our 
van:  Diane Bean, Harbor Department staff and patrons, 
William & Mary Johnson Youth Center, Daphne & Frank 
Wright, Paul & Sally Dybdahl, Wendy & Aldwin Harder,  
 

Eleanor Davenport, Chris & Tom Jack, Sr., Icy Strait Brewing, 
Glenda & Bob Hutton, and Tina & Kevin Bottjen. 
 
Watch for signs and Facebook ads about our van; we're 
open some Saturdays from noon-1:00.



 


