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   The Class of 2017 walked across the stage to receive their high school diplomas May 18th. Class speakers were 

Salutatorian Kelsey Thein and Valedictorian Alaska Skaflestad. The students had invited their former third and fourth 

grade teacher, Jennifer Bidiman, to be their commencement speaker.  See page three to find out about their plans for 

after high school. The graduates are pictured above, left to right: Kelsey Thein, Alaska Skaflestad, Cecelia George, 

Manny Budke, Vanessa Contreras, Randy Roberts and Austin Martuscelli.  
 

    

!Mark your calendars: the first day of 
school for the 2017-2018 school year is 
Tuesday, August 15th.  Have a great 
summer, everyone! 

Ian Johnson photo 

The Head Start class performed for 

a full house at this year’s Heritage 

Celebration Ku.éex’ on April 28th. 
Students from all other grade levels took 

part also. See pages 7 & 8 for more about 
this year’s event and for a long list of 

people to whom we want to say a BIG 
Gunalchéesh! 
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Principal’s End 
of the Year 
Message 
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Seniors Make Plans for Their Futures 
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 2017 Heritage Celebration Ku.éex’ 
   The HCS 27th annual 
Heritage Celebration Ku.éex’ 
was held April 28th. Twelfth-
grader Randy Roberts 
(Koosgeik’i), T’akdeintaan, 
welcomed everyone on behalf 
of all the Raven student hosts. 
In response, Jyáax’ (Jerry 
White III) spoke for the 
Eagles to thank the Ravens. 
The large crowd of 
community members and 
visitors were an appreciative 
audience as the students made 
speeches and entertained with 
music, dancing and skits. The 
presentations included 
Headstart students all the way 
up to those in high school. We 
received many positive comments afterwards from proud 
relatives and friends.  
 
   Prior to the start of the program, guests enjoyed a slide show 
of past cultural celebrations at our school. Gunalchéesh to 
Aimee Smith, for setting up the slide show. Gunalchéesh also to 
the many photographers who in past years have taken photos 
and given them to the school, among them: Phyllis Bach, Tina 
Dinzl-Pederson, Stephanie Andersson, Keri Edwards, Raphael 
Curiel, Michelle Amundson, Candy Keown, Tesh Gray, Ron 
Klein,  Terry Fiske and Mary Beth Moss.  
 
   Special guests this year included a fourth grade class from 
Auke Bay Elementary School, who came over from Juneau on a 
catamaran; their teacher is Angie Wright. Heath Hill, a former 
Hoonah student, was among the group. He had asked to do his 
Tlingit introduction speech, and was on the program with the 
Hoonah speech-makers.  
 
   Another very special guest from Juneau was Keixnéi (Nora 
Marks Dauenhaur), Lukaax.ádi. She was honored and presented 
with a special gift during the program. See photo at right. 
 
   The Eagle hosts served a delicious lunch of halibut and 
salmon, herring eggs and berries. Families, school staff, and 
other community members had donated money and food items 
to help to make the event possible. Because of these and many 
other donations, the Raven students were able to  hand out gifts 
of jarred food, trail mix and dried seaweed (gunalchéesh to 
Owen James & Mary Beth Moss, Sarah Lampe and Marti Lee 
for the seaweed.) 
 
   Something new last year was the t-shirt worn by many of the 
students, staff and volunteers. That shirt had Haa Kusteeyí Áyá- 
Xunaa Kaawú on the front with a wonderful design made by our 
very own Richard Dalton III.  The back of the t-shirt had a chant 
for Language Warriors, learners, supporters and families to 
bring strength to learning our Lingít Language. This year, we 
had new t-shirts with the same design on the front, but with 

different words on the back. The words are the lyrics to the 
Glacier Bay song “Sít’ Tlein Daa Sheeyí”, composed by a group 
of students last year with help from Naakil.aan (Hans Chester) 
and Lgéik’i (Heather Powell). 
 
We have set April 27, 2018 as the tentative date for next year’s 
celebration, which will be our 28th annual ku.éex’. Eagle 
students will be the hosts in 2018.  
 

Many adult 
volunteers 
helped this 
year, in the 
days leading 
up to the 
ku.éex’ as 
well as 
during the 
event itself. 
Following is 
a list of 
names of 
those who 
helped in 

some way. We sincerely apologize if we have omitted any 
names from our list. See the next page for our Gunalchéesh list.

 
 

      Ian Johnson photo 

Patrick Malone 
photo 

Patrick Malone photo 

7 



 

Volunteers: Sally Dybdahl    Karen S. Mills 

Marti Lee  Kathie Deitering    George Carteeti     

Marilyn Wolfe Arely Wright    Mary Beth Moss 

Jen Bidiman Elena Leinberger    Aimee Smith 

Wilma Davis PJ Ford Slack     Sheryl Ross  

Pearl Miller Bob Hughes     Sharon Hill 

Tesh Gray  Darlene See Kassie Pesche-Johnson 

  

 

Gunalchéesh 
 
People Who Made Donations:  
Wilma & Randy Davis  Sally & Paul Dybdahl     

Sheryl Ross & David Hay     Sarah Lampe    

Linda Belarde         Karen S. Mills  

Jen Bidiman   Pearl Miller  

George Westman   Jolene Watkins  

Charles & Marian Kingsland     Veronica Dalton    

Tina Fuller    Vernon Hill          

Nicki & John Shelton    Marlene Duvall   

Mary Beth Moss & Owen James      Melvin Williams       

Carol Williams         Glen & Lenora Johnson        

Bob & Glenda Hutton      Frank & Daphne Wright             

Pete & Rory Schneeberger         Eleana & Marc Leinberger 

 

Laura Hinchman at Hoonah Trading Company 
Raino & Colette Hill at Colette’s Cupboard 

 

Photography: Tesh Gray, Ian Johnson, Patrick Malone, 

Mary Beth Moss 

Slide Show set-up: Aimee Smith 

Doorway set-up: Patrick Malone &Marc Leinberger 

Maintenance staff: Jeremiah Byers & Corbin Harris 

And a very special gunalchéesh to the cooks, Kathy Harris 

and Jackson Combs, for the wonderful lunch! (See the 
happy kitchen volunteers Sheryl, PJ and Pearl in photo, thanks to 
Tesh Gray.) 
Aatlein Gunalchéesh ldakát yeewhaan!  
A Big Thank You to everyone 
 

Ian Johnson 
photo 

Ian Johnson photo 
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The Student Government accomplished a great deal this year. Halle Budke attended a Youth Leadership Institute. The students 

put on an Election Day breakfast and work session and a joint meeting with the school board, as well as Homecoming and Spirit 

Week. A committee of officers and representatives worked under our president to develop a new constitution. Manny Budke 

arranged and served during his Spring Break as an intern with the legislature and brought back knowledge to share. We had 

three students who received our new Scholar Delegate Award for maintaining honor roll status throughout their service: Randy 

Roberts, Tyler Watkins and Zada Michel. Elections next year have been postponed until the fall. If any student is interested in 

serving as an officer/representative or any adult would like to advise this wonderful group of emerging leaders, please contact 

the school. It has been my pleasure to serve alongside these students. 

Aatlein Gunalchéesh, Aimee Smith, At’kaheení, Student Government Director 
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On this page are pieces of student writing from the 7th-8th grade 
class. 
  
 
I Wish...I Wish…. I Wish 

By: Sierra McClement 
 

There are many things that I wish for, 
but the thing I wish for the most is for people to 
stop hurting themselves and committing suicide. 
In 2015, Alaska had the second highest suicide 
rate in the country. 
            You may be asking yourself why this is 

important to me. It is because I have been touched by the act of 
suicide. One of my old classmates committed suicide in November 
2016. He was only 12 years old. I wish that he had gone to someone 
for help with whatever it was that made him feel like that was the 
only thing he could do. I feel like we need to help people with this 
problem because it is not only hard for the family, it’s hard for the 
whole community to go through. 
        We can stop this issue by making people feel like they belong 
right where they are and remind them that we care about them. 
Some people just need that little boost to feel better about 
themselves. Make sure that they are ok, and if not, then help them. 
Doing some of these things can keep the people you care about 
healthy and happy. The most important thing you have to do is tell 
an adult because it’s better safe than sorry. 
      Now, if you know someone that needs help, help him or her. 
Everyone goes through these situations in life. Thank you for 
reading. 
 

Hoonah Pride 
By: Orion Osborne 

  
Dear School Authorities, 
!!!!What do you think Hoonah City 
Schools was like before you or 
someone you know started school 
here? I think that most things here in 

my favorite middle school are great; however, there are a 
few things that would be better if changed.!

   For one, I find that the three-minute hall break is not 
enough, and many students will most likely agree. Students 
here are late for class because of the shortage of time, or the 
miserable distance between classrooms, also not counting 
that it takes about 23.6 seconds to send a text, open a snap, 
and take a video of your friend drinking from the fountain 
as a response to that snap, plus another 4 minutes and 48 
seconds to get a drink from the fountain, walk to your locker, 
open it, take your stuff out, close it, and walk to class. 
 
   I believe in a democratic school society, where everybody, 
students and staff, vote on an idea to make or break that idea. 
  
   Another flaw in our school system I can exploit is our problem 
of grade segregation. In sports and academics, the sixth graders are 
counted among the middle school group. However, they are not 
included in the classroom learning group; the sixth graders of 
Hoonah City Schools must spend their days in the same classroom 
as the fifth graders, while the “real” middle schoolers have to 
resist referring to school as “Winter Vacation.” 
 
In conclusion, the sixth graders would be better off if they 

could join the rest of the middle school. Mostly, to sum it up, the 
school has many more pros than cons but the school’s few 
problems are chaotic, war-starting problems that should no longer 
go unheard and unseen. 
 
 
Life Teacher 
By: Shayla Thaalesen 
  
   There are many parts of my life that have impacted who I am 
today.  I think the most important is growing up in Hoonah, 
learning about my culture, and learning of the culture that runs so 
deep in the community that I was raised in. 
   When I first started taking Tlingit class in school, I was not sure 
that I liked it.  I did not know what it really had to do with my 
culture and heritage, as I am primary English, and come from 
England.  My father was born and raised overseas, and that is where 
my blood runs deep.  There were times when I felt that I did not fit 
in, and was not expected to be involved in the Tlingit culture, and 
that is when I met Heather. 
   I have always listened to the stories and attended Tlingit class, but 
when Heather came to our school, things changed.  The great thing 
about Heather is that she makes learning fun.  She tells the whole 
story in great description so that I can understand it.  Understanding 
it changed the way that it evolved in my life.  When she teaches us, 
I can feel the culture, touch the culture, and understand the 
culture.  When you have a teacher like this, is changes your 
perspective.  I have great respect for the culture now, and the 
respect has grown into a love.   
   I feel like I belong. I am Shayla Thaalesen. I am a Raven Sea 
lion.  I am Kaagwaantaan yátx’i.  My grandfather, who belongs to 
the wolf clan, adopted my father.  I am the sister of Liam Michel, 
Mitchel Michel, and Jushnaa, who are also Raven Sea lion.  I am 
proud of who I am, and where I have come from.   
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1""#&2,'2&#=+,L&#6',F&G)"%,?"%,26%,Ng..,4"#&'*"#,'",2"#"%,
?&C*)G,R*%'24&G+,*#,:B%*)@,,
,,,U(%,"%$&#*d&'*"#,*+,B&%'#6%+,"#<6,&$&*#,5*'2,:DQ:S,
]:)&+=&#+,?"%,D*''6%,Q%676#'*"#,&#4,S6<G<)*#$^@,,F26G,
B%"7*46,&,$%&#',"?,Ne..M,*#,%6'(%#K,56,"%$&#*d6,R*566=)G,
F2(%+4&G,F%""B6%,D*''6%,Q&'%")+,'2%"($2"(','26,+(CC6%@,,
A&'<2,R())6'*#,R"&%4+,&#4,\&<6R""=,?"%,4&'6+@,
   A&'<2,?"%,*#?"%C&'*"#,
&R"(','26,888>,"?,:)&+=&,
>'&'65*46,S&??)6,"?,
:)&+=&,:*%)*#6+,;*)6+,
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2&#$*#$,?)"56%,R&+=6'+K,
B)&#'64,RG,1""#&2[+,G"('2K,R6&('*?G*#$,1""#&2,RG5&G+@,

BBBS sponsored a Free Swim on May 13th, the last open pool day 
until Sept. We had a great turnout—55 swimmers!  Thanks to 
Jamie and Cody for lifeguarding, Jack for manning the door, and 
Candy & Daphne for judging the Cannonball and other events. 

Tyler & Joshua 

Wea & Easton 

Shawn & Johan 
planting flowers 
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Makia & Mary 
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",,!B((!@P#!@,/33!V.)/.+3!V,D2! ! ! E.)>!WK17!
<#+5/!Y,>!(;!&'%(()! ! ! ! ^.$.5/!1F!
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