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Principal’s Message 

As the school year winds down, 
our minds and hearts are filled 
to the brim. It’s been a great 
year thus far! As I write this 
message there are only 45 
students days remaining. Where 
did the time go? Together we’ve 
learned much. Our return to the 
homeland experience will long 
remain with us in the years to 
come. Thank you to all who 
made this once in a lifetime 
experience possible. The 
strength of our community and 
the wholehearted passion to 
make our school a wonderful place of learning 
for all of us at Hoonah City School is our 
mission and purpose. 

As the year draws to a close this is not the 
time to slow down. We still have much to do. 
I encourage all of us to lean in to the 
experience. It has been a busy year. I know 
that we are tired. Our seniors can see the end 
of their high school experience just beyond 
the horizon. It’s scary and exciting all at the 
same time. Remember the end is not here 
yet. You have to keep running, pushing, and 
persevering until you cross the graduation 
finish line. All of us as a learning community 
are here to help you. 

So that it is not forgotten or deemed as 
unimportant, I want to extend a sincere thank 
you to our parents who have contributed in 
ways small, large, and unimaginable! Thanks 
for getting your kids to school on time each 
day and helping them in the learning process; 
the partnership between home and school is 
important. Let’s see it to the end. 

I would like to thank our hard-working and 
caring staff members who have made a huge 
difference to our students. Your commitment 
is outstanding and our kids, their families, 
and our community are all thankful for you. 
Thank you for providing rich and engaging, 
well-rounded experiences for our kids and 
knowing that education is about joy, wonder 
and fostering curiosity, along with the 
development of social skills so needed to 
succeed. For these, and a million other 
things, we are truly grateful. 

In closing, I would like to say, stay the 
course. Finish strong. End the year with 
purposeful intention. You are not alone. We 

are not alone. We have each other, our 
families, our ancestors, and a community of 
individuals committed to the success of all 
of our children. 

With heartfelt appreciation, 

Ralph Watkins, Principal 
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About this newsletter: This publication is a project of the 
Native Education Program at Hoonah City Schools. Its 
purpose is to inform families and the rest of the community of 
what is going on at school. We also highlight community 
events and programs that involve our students. Please 
contact Daphne Wright at school (945-3611) with questions, 
comments or suggestions about this project. She can also be 
reached by email: wrightd@hoonahschools.org. You can find 
the online version of this newsletter on the school website 
www.hoonahschools.org.  
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Mark your calendars for Friday, April 28th, 
when we will hold our 27th annual Heritage 
Celebration Ku.éex’, starting at 10 a.m. in 

the Alumni Gym. Everyone is invited! I!
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What makes a good leader? They 
have to keep the team in balance 
and make sure no one gets left 
out. A good leader never gives up 

on their team, even in difficult situations. That's my idea of 
a good leader.     ~ Aiyanna 
 
Being a leader to me is someone who stands up and does 
something no one else is doing-- someone who inspires 
others to do good things for others who need help. A 
leader is someone with a strong mind and the willpower to 
change the world. Being a leader means you have what it 
takes to accomplish anything you put your mind to. 
~Austin 
 
Someone with a humorous personality, people respect 
him or her, and someone who can share their mind. I’m on 
student government, a very open person who knows how 
to share my opinion and thoughts. My biggest 
achievement would have to be getting my grades up to 
passing and not dropping out of school.    ~Halle 
 
A leader is someone who is brave, compassionate, and 
loyal to a fault. They are the soul of a team, so they are 
often the one targeted when the team fails. This means 
that they should be willing to do what it takes to succeed. 
That they can withstand stress that comes with the job. 
Most importantly, they have to be able to handle a 
situation with grace, thought, and understanding.  
 ~Kelsey 
 
A magnanimous leader is never afraid to take charge in 
tough situations. ~Leticia 
 
Leadership is a gift, for some. A leader is an individual 
who has the ability to gain trust/followers from a portrayal 
of strength, character, and success. Leadership is the 
ability of an individual to earn respect and to win another’s 
trust/friendship, then to lead. Leading is the ability to make 
decisions and enforce them with authority from followers.   
~Manny 
 
In order to be a good leader you must be able to listen and 
cooperate with others. The best leaders take others’ 
needs and ideas and apply them to the current situation. If 
you don’t listen to others no one will follow you.  ~Wea 
 
A good leader is someone who actually cares about 
whatever it is that they are leading. The leader should be 

a good role model to the upcoming leaders. A good leader 
should be positive as much as possible   ~Mary 
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Footprints 

 
     Footprints left in the sand 

That people left behind 
Making those who pass wonder 

Wonder who left them 
Those who left them 

Wonder who will see them  
Will they see the beauty in them 

I wonder what kind imprint I will leave? 
Will people see beauty in what I leave behind? 

Will they wonder what kind of person I was? 
I hope I leave a positive impact 

I hope that people will try to accomplish what I have 
That I will be remembered  

Will my footprints wash away with one wave? 
Or will they stay in the 

sand forever? 
I wonder 

I hope 
Wea 

 
 
 
 

 
Mobile Greenhouse Coming to Hoonah 
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The North Carolina Kids 

March 4-11, 2017 
 
You may have seen a bunch of strangers strolling around 
the island this week.  You may know who we are, or you 
may not.  Well, we are the “the kids from NC 
State.”  Rather than taking a normal college spring break, 
we challenge the status quo and step out of our comfort 
zone by taking a different type of break.  Our break is 
called an Alternative Service Break, and is coordinated 
through a department at our school.  We are one of 17 
teams traveling around the western hemisphere to 
participate on a trip with a specific focus, ours being 
education.  
 
Since our trip’s focus is education, we are spending the 
week working in Hoonah City Schools and spending after 
school at the William and Mary Johnson Youth Center 
(aka Boys and Girls Club).  The students are one of the 
highlights of the trip. From the time we walk into the 
cafeteria for breakfast until we go home, they energize us 
and keep us busy.  It is heartwarming to see the kids 
wanting to show us what they are learning and 
showcasing their art or projects.  At the Boys & Girls Club, 
our team gets pretty competitive when it comes to playing 
Just Dance on the Wii or playing board games.  With that 
said, the students help create everlasting memories of 
Hoonah.  Every day brings a new adventure! 
 
It has been one of the greatest honors and privileges 
spending time on this island and being welcomed with 
open arms.  Everyone has been so kind, touched our 
hearts, and inspired our team.  The impact everyone in 
Hoonah has had on our team is something that will 
translate into our everyday lives back home.  For instance, 
spending time in the school showed one of our team 
members that teaching is the right career path for her!  We 
have had the opportunity to learn and see many parts of 
the island, which displayed Alaska’s beauty from many 
different vantage points.  We are thankful for everyone’s 
generosity, which has helped make our team feel at home. 
 
In conclusion, I, Rob McCarthy, would like to personally 
thank everyone of Hoonah, AK.  I was here two years ago, 
and the homecoming I received here was unreal.  It is 
hard to put into words, but you all truly impacted my life for 
the better, which I am forever grateful.  Hoonah holds a 
very special place in my heart.  Even after two years, 
there is not a day that goes by where I do not think of 
everyone here.  Coming back again has been one of the 
greatest privileges and I am truly blessed.  Thank you for 
everything you do and continue to do for the North 
Carolina Kids. 

By: Rob McCarthy 
-NCSU 2018 

The team: Advisors: Stan Martin and Adam Culley 
Team Leaders: Brian Conrad and Alexis Foster 
Members: Andrea Antelis, Ashton Daniel, Jasmine Wang, Jenni 
Shaw, John Medeiros, Kali Fillhart, Kevin Hernandez, Leslie 
Small, Rob McCarthy, Sam Chan, Shakti Reddy, and Swathi 
Krothapalli 
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This past quarter proved to be a busy one!  With our focus on 
Alaska during Social Studies, we took some time to learn 
about the history behind the Iditarod.   Every student chose a 
musher.  As a class, we tracked where the mushers were 
along the trail each day.  We paid attention to the number of 
dogs they had, when they came in to each checkpoint, the 
speed they were traveling, how they were caring for their 
dogs, when they took their mandatory stops, and watched 
video clips when they were available.  Krista Howland chose 
Mitch Seavey for her musher and he ended up winning this 
year's Iditarod, making a new record for the fastest time to 
Nome!  This was not only a wonderful geographical 
experience for the class, but involved a lot of math as well! 
 
We were lucky enough to have Rob McCarthy, one of the 
North Carolina college students, join us a few weeks ago.  
Rob, who was here along with about 13 other college 
students, joined us each day for a week, helping out where 
possible, taking part in the learning, and sharing with the 
class what it's like to be a college student.  Rob really 
inspired the students, and talked to them about setting some 
long-term goals.  The students made lasting friendships.  Our 
North Carolina friends were even able to join us for our Dr. 
Seuss Day activities.   Students were involved in multiple 
reading activities; the teaching staff took part in a live 
performance of "The Cat in the Hat," with the day ending in a 
Fox in Socks Hop!  It was a wonderful way to celebrate the 
love of reading!  
 
For writing, our class has continued to pen pal with another 
fourth grade class at Auke Bay school.  The students are 

enjoying the connections they 
are making!  Along with writing 
pen pal letters, the class has 
been hard at work, finishing up 
personal narratives, descriptive 
paragraphs, and book 
brochures. Photo at right: Israel and 
Johan wearing the hats they made on 
Dr. Seuss Day. 
 
I am proud of the progress 
every student is making!  
     Until next time, 
 Jen Bidiman 

The fourth graders spent some time snowshoeing during our snowy 
month of March! 
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