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Silkscreen Printing a 
Success in HS Art Class 

 
 

Coming Friday, April 29th 

TThhee  2266tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  HHoooonnaahh  SScchhooooll

HHeerriittaaggee  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  KKuu..ééeexx’’  
Hosted this year by the Eagle Students 

 
Mark your calendars—everyone is invited! Call Carol Williams, Heather Powell or Daphne Wright at the school (945-3611) if you 

want to help. See page 6 for a list of donations needed and other ways to get involved. 



School Board President s Message 
From Bob Hutton 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Student Government Update 
 
The student government started off the semester with a very 
busy homecoming week. The week started with Alumni vs. 
Hoonah basketball games. Gunalchéesh for coming out to 
support our students. In the donations from this game, we 
raised nearly $300 for the Playground Fund!  
 
We kicked off the academic week with Traditional Wear Day 
and an opening homecoming assembly where the school 
danced in regalia together and kicked off a school wide 
scavenger hunt! The Cultural Leadership Club joined forces 
to do traditional face painting during breakfast. We were 
happy to have families come visit and share in this 
experience. Students also showed their Hoonah pride in 
Superhero Day, Blackout Day, and School Spirit Day.  
 
The week ended with home basketball games, a movie night 
hosted by the Cultural Leadership Club, and a Winter 
Wonderland Homecoming Dance. Gunalchéesh to everyone 
who helped make this week possible for our students. 
 
In the upcoming quarter, student government has a few 
things planned to round out the year, including: a 
conference in Kodiak, a possible community event, a joint 
meeting with the school board, and elections for the coming 
school year. 
 
Gunalchéesh!  
Aimee Smith (Atk'aheení), Student Government Advisor 

The yearbook is coming along! We anticipate it 
being available the week of graduation. There will be a page 
honoring the 2015 seniors, due to not having a yearbook 
last year, and it will feature a cover design by Mary Jack! 
Each yearbook will be $25. Please watch for order forms 
and place your order early! You may also sponsor a 
yearbook for a student who may require financial support. 
Contact me at smitha@hoonahschools.org with any 
questions. 
 
Gunalchéesh to Halle Budke, Mary Jack and Kayla Wolfe 
for their help on this year's yearbook. Gunalchéesh to 
Daphne Wright, Terri Budke, and Lorrie Scoles for the 
photography support.  
 

Aimee Smith (Atk'aheení), Yearbook Advisor 









Thanks 
from Fran 
Dalton 
 
Did you 
hear that my 
son William 
won an iPad 
mini 2 from 
a company 
from 
CASANA 
(Childhood 
Apraxia of 
Speech Association of North America)? It's to help him with 
his speech. Thank you to the school employees who helped us 
with our application: Pearl Miller, Crezell Wilburn (Speech 
Language Pathologist), Tesh Gray and Heather Wheeler. 



Elementary & Middle School Music 

can 

 

News from Third Fourth Grade 
These past two months have proven to be very productive. 
Our class welcomed the addition of Melissa Thaalesen, who 
was doing her student teaching.  We loved having her and 
already miss her enthusiasm and great ideas!   
 
Social Studies was a major focus during the month of 
February and beginning of March. We looked at the 
similarities and differences of two very important civil rights 
leaders: Martin Luther King Jr. and Elizabeth 
Peratrovich.  Mrs. Wright taught us a fun rap about 
Elizabeth Peratrovich, which was composed by 
Mary Foletti.  We enjoyed it so much and shared it 
at the Elizabeth Peratrovich assembly!  Another 
Social Studies topic we covered this month that 
integrated Math, Reading and Alaskan Geography, 
was the Iditarod race.  At the beginning of March 
every student chose a musher to follow. We tracked 
that musher's progress daily, looking at live 
coverage on the computer, the musher profiles and 
video clips about the Iditarod.  It is always inspiring 
to see the perseverance the mushers and sled dogs 
have for completing this great feat!      









Playground Improvement Update 
     Fundraising for the Playground Improvement Project is on-
going. The Hoonah Liquor Board awarded $1000 for the project 
at each of their meetings for the last four months, for a total of 
$4,000 thus far. 
     We raised hundreds of dollars for the cause at the Concession 
Stand during home varsity basketball games. Many thanks to 
adult and student volunteer workers and to those who made 
donations. The spearheads included Wilma Davis, Marti Lee, 
Lorrie Scoles, Carrie Lindoff, Mary Beth Moss, and many 
others unnamed in this article.    
     We recently submitted $58.70 worth of BoxTop$ 4 
Education, which will go towards the playground fund. Thank 
you to all who take the time to clip and save them for our 
school! Every dime adds up! Collection cans/envelopes are at 
the grocery stores, Hoonah Harbor Building, one in the 
middle/high school, and several in the elementary school wing. 
Thank you to Deb Picken who sent some over from Juneau. We 
even received a bundle from the Juneau Lions Club! 
     The Community Theater donated the profits from their 
performance earlier this winter: another $360 for the cause! 
     Our tables at the Salvation Army Community Garage Sale 
earned $317 for the Playground Fund. Thank you to those who 
donated gently used items and who helped at the event: Lorrie 
Scoles, Jessie Fred, Angie Voeller, Olivia Larsen, Nicki 
Shelton, Mystery Person, Daphne Wright, Icy Strait Point, Paul 
Dybdahl, Hoonah City Schools, Elena & Donovan Leinberger, 
Teresa & Shawn McConnell, Easton Ross, Marlene Duvall, Jen 
Bidiman, Jenny Johnson, Pearl Miller, Leah and Mary Beth 
Moss, Owen James, Mary Ellen Martin, and Sally Dybdahl. 
     Watch for signs and notices about our BIG Playground 
Fundraiser Flea Market on May 14th. It will be held in the 
Alumni Gym. Tables will be available for rental: $15 if paid in 
advance, $20 on the day of the sale. The school will be 
accepting donations of gently-used items to be sold. We also 
plan on selling baked goods and lunch items. This will be a 
good opportunity for many folks to help in some way to make 
our Playground Improvement Fund grow substantially! 
 

Hoonah Fun & Fit Partnership 
 

 HIA News, continued      The Senior Center has been invited to 
help sew sea otter items for sale.  The profits will be split to help 
sustain the sea otter project and offset the Senior Center costs. 
     There have been teleconferences with the clan leaders and 
advisors as well as a meeting held in Juneau on February 27th,  
to discuss the Xunaa Shuká Hít dedication.  A trip was made by 
elders to visit the site in Bartlett Cove on March 10th to get a 
better idea of the space limitations and to check on progress.  
During our upcoming Clan Conference April 13-16, there will 
be more planning discussions as well as other cultural 
opportunities to take part in. 
     We are looking for volunteers to help with the Tribal House 
dedication preparation.  I am also starting a list of people who 
want to participate in the Ravenstail class that I will be teaching.  
Please fill out an application at the main HIA office and let us 
know why you would like to take the class. The cost for 
participants is $20, space is limited, class date to be announced. 
If you have any questions, contact Darlene See, HIA’s Cultural 

Programs Specialist (907) 945-3545. 
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City of Hoonah Parks & Recreation Spring Report 
from Director Kris Skaflestad 

 
William and Mary Johnson Youth Center 

We had the students from North Carolina State spend time at the 
Youth Center during their visit in early March, and the kids really 
love having them each year. This year was no different; thank you 
to the NC State students for your visit! 
 
Thank you to Dodie Lunda, who donated decorations and doodads 
for the Youth Center.  Roberta Wolfe donated a quilt top for the 
local youth, as well. 
 
We would like to ask parents to talk to their kids about how to treat 
each other. Also I’d like to ask parents if they want their children 
to stay inside the Center to please let me know, as I can’t always 
follow them around outside. I have cameras but can’t see 
everything, especially in the creek across the street or on the 
airplane float. But if parents will let me know, I will see that they 
stay inside.  
 Youth Center Hours 
Monday-Thursday --- after school to 9:30. 
Friday---after school to 11:00 p.m. 
Saturday---From 1:00 to 3:00 we hold Open Gym 
Center is open 3:00 to 11:00 p.m. 
(6 to 11 year-olds go home at 7:00 Fri. & Sat.) 
Some of the Youth Center evening hours were affected by the  
gym opening during the lead-up time to Gold Medal, but not too 
often. Thank you to everyone for your patience.  
 

Pool & Gym 
 
Parks & Rec took over the Gym/Pool complex in 
December. We have had Jack Annis here to assess the 
issues and what we need to do in order to move forward. 
He will be here again in late March and help us get new 
parts installed. Then we will attempt to fill the pool and 
see what we find in the process of doing that. Hopefully 
all goes well! 
 
We have opened the weight room in the gym to try to get 
as much use of the building as we can at this point. Many 
more repairs are needed but we are gaining on it. We are 
looking to hire an Operations and Pool Manager soon, and 
lifeguards as well. We are so thankful for everyone’s 
patience.  

 
   Your child’s weight may fluctuate as she grows. That’s 
normal. But if her weight suddenly jumps, you may want 
to consider these questions: 
 
   Is she eating more because of stress? Maybe she’s been 
studying for an important test at school or her best friend 
decided she didn’t want to be friends anymore. A  

 
 
variety of things might trigger your teen to start eating to 
make herself feel better. Talk to her about other ways to 
boost her mood, like listening to upbeat music or getting 
exercise, which helps her body release “feel good” 
chemicals called endorphins.  
   Is your teen rewarding himself with food? If he 
celebrates doing well on a test with a few cupcakes or 
other calorie-laden treat, you might want to suggest 
another way to recognize this work. Perhaps you could go 
to the gym together for a workout or he could meet friends 
for a game of basketball. Try to help your teen see 
activity, not food, as a reward.  
   Is she putting herself down? Along with overeating, 
watch for your teenager saying things like, “I always look 
fat in these jeans” or “I wish I were skinny like Jenny.” 
An occasional comment can be okay, but too many may 
mean she needs to talk to someone other than a parent. 
Consider talking to the counselor at school or your child’s 
healthcare provider for advice. Also, remind her to be 
patient – losing weight in a healthy way can take time. 



Big Brothers Big Sisters News 
 

Liyah, Jenny, Pearl, Mary, Tesh, Hannah, BFKS 2008 

Jordan, BFKS 2008 

Vanessa, BFKS 2005 
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